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MEMORANDIOM OF CONVERSATION

Loncheon, The President's Tills
Geneva, Switzerland

July 20, 1955, 12:30 Dellis

PARTICIPANTS:
The President Marshal Zhukow
Anbegsador Bohlen Mr. Troyanoveky

After he wes met by the President at the doorwsy, Marshal ZHUEQV
sald be brought specisl greetings from Khrushchev and Balganin for
the President end their sincere thanks for the dinner the other
evening. Euaddadthntﬁ:lﬂmhﬂhﬂundhﬂgminﬂbmgrmﬂ;
impressed end taken with the President.

The PRESIDENT asked Marshal Zhukov to teke back his greetings
elso end to ssy that he had enjoyed very much mesting them.

Marshal ZHUEOV said thet the regerd with which the President
wes held in the Soviet Tnion dated frem the period of the Wer and
that even since then when certein aspects of the United Stetes and
its poliey hed been eritieized or even ettacked in the Soviet press,
this hed not extended personally to Mr. Eisenhower.

The FEESIDENT seid that he 4id not go in for bad worde snd tried
never to indulge in invective, although &t g1]1 times he tried to spesak
the troth.

Marshal ZHUEOV replied that this was reslized by the Soviet

£ lm&m:mﬂhrthipmplaﬂfthamatﬂuimmmthﬂhr
Mr. Elsenhower was held in such regard in the Soviet Union,
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security system. He thought that Bulgsnin's propesel for gradual
progress in two stages was a very useful proposal, but the Soviet
Government would ba glad to consider any other on this subject.

The FEESITENT said a very specifie snd important guestiom in the
disarmament field was that of inspection. He said it weas realized
thet you could not inspeet everything and if, in the United States,
we wished to hide five hundred stomic bombe, no inspector could find
them and the Soviet Tniocm eculd do likewlse, but nevertheless large
installstions such as airfields, long-range bombers and guided missils
factories could not be hidden, He inguired whether the Marshal thought
they could look forward to an imstitutdon of inspection of this type.

Marshal ZHUEOY said he was sure they could,

The FRESIDENT then inguired whether such inspection would be
politically possible in the Soviet Tnion.

Marshal ZUKOV said it would be entirely possible snd while its
detall should be studied; he was,in prineiple, in full sgreement with tha
President!s remsrks. He added that they should work seriously on the
subject of collective security end a system of inspection desigmed to
create confidence and assursnce end not to deceive each other. As he
understood 1t, the President was concerned with the possibility of
g surprise attack.

The FEESIDENT sdid this was true, but it wes elsc necessary to convey
a feeling of confidence to the peoples in genersl. He said tha pacple
were now living in mortal fear, and while these fears may be exnggsrated,
they were generally held by millions of people and the fesr of stomie
destruction was very real.

Marshal ZHUEOV sald he agreed with that but he had studied and
seen with his cwn eyes on mansuvers the deadly power of these weaspons,
and ha fully uwnderstood the Prasidunt*ln eoncern.

The FHEESIDENT said that not even sclentists could say what would
bappen if two hundred H-bombs were exploded in a short period of time,
but if atmospherie conditicns were right, the fall-out might destroy
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entire nations and possibly the whole northern hemisphere.

Marshal ZHUKOV said that if on the first dey of war the United
States dropped three or four hundred bombs on the Soviet Unlom and they
would do the same, it would be impossible to say what would heppen to
the atmosphere under thoss conditions. He said he was unqualifiedly for
total sbolition of weapona of thia character.

The FEESIDENT repeated that before amy such thing could be done
“here had to be genuine confidence mmong nations and that he had only
mentioned the power of these weapons in order to emphasize the
necesslly of restoring confidence to the peoples of the world. He said
if they proceeded step by step, they might begin in Central Europs
where the experts comld egree on the total mumber of forees to be
stationed in that area and then have a system of reciproeal inspection.
This inspection would mot attempt to locate every bomb or weapon but
would merely verify whether the foree levels and installations agread on werse
in conformity with the sgreement. He envisaged this as a possible first
step.

Mershal ZAUEOV seid the main thing was to reduce forces.

The FRESTDENT replied thet be sgreed end had had in mind = reduction
on the forces in this particular ares.

Marghal ZHUKOV seid that it should not be only in one area but
shonld gpply to the forees as a whols.

The PRESIDENT said he felt that the necessary first step wss to
have demonstrably effective system of inspection and that whils bombs
could not be loeated in ell ceses, large installaticms could be.

Marshal ZHUEOV eaid that inspection is am important element in any
disarmament system but the main thing was reduction in forces and
abolition of atemie and hydrogen bombe. Controls would be the test
of the good will of the participants. He felt, however, a first
step 1n the gm&ral direction of restoration of confidencs would be
to start on a system of collective security. Hes said he attached
great importance to this matter and felt that its members would have
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great responsibilities in restraining or punishing any would-be
AEETesS50T.

The FRESIOENT inguired whether he had any concrete suggestions
in this field.

Marshal ZHUEOV replied that he thought the first step would be for the
Four Powers masembled here in Gemeva and all cther Eoropean countries
to agree on & treaty of collective sscurity to which both parts of
Germany could join, 48 s step towerds evenmtusl elimination of bloea.

The PRESTDENT inguired if this would be followed by reduction of
arms and sbolition of muclesr weapons.

Marghal ZHUEOV said without question, since he could not enwisage
& gystem of ecllective security that did mot invelve reduction of forces snd
abelition of miplesar weapons. He sald such e system mmst be founded on
friendship and confidence to which every participant would have & moral re-
sponsibdlity to prevent aggression.

The FEESIDENT seid the Marshal was painting a picture of the ultimate
stage about which we were £ll thinking but he felt we must go step by
gtep and by stages.

Marshe] ZHUEOV sgreed, but he ssid the main thing was to set your
goal and that the actual nature of the steps was a technical gquestion.

The mein thing was the inclination end desire, regardless of other
differences. He seid, for example, that he a.n&gﬁresiﬁmt held different
cpinions on many subjects. This did net affect his respect for the
Fresldent or the fact that he would velue his friendship as long =s

he lived.

The FEESIDENT ssid he hed the same feeling in regerd to Marshal
Zhukov. He said, bowever, that the Marshal hed touched on & very
important factor, that of difference of viewpoints. He said that many
peopls hed become acquainted with the writings of Mary, Lenin and
Stalin, which dealt with the finsl destruction of eapitalism, end in
many parts suthorized the use of force and violence if neSassary. He
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said these views have not been repudisted by the Soviet leadars snd
this 1s one of the chief causes of elarm and epprehension on the part
of the Ameriecan people,

Marshal Zhukov stated that the slarm was not justified, thet thare
Vas no apmEratus in existence for the direction of Communist parties
abroed and he eould tell the President the secret and that wes that the
Cominform had had no meetings since 1949. He said if a directing center
existed, they would unguestionably turn thelr atiention to the frerican
Cormmunist party and endeaver in every wey to incresse its influence
and enlarge its membership, but as is well Imown, the U.5. Commnist
periy is the weakest of all Commhist parties. This was a matter forie
ithe gmerican people to decide for themselves. He continmed that the
theary of Marx had been in existence for over & century and that the
political convictions were up to an individual, Furthermore, thers
were other theories such as cepitalism end imperislism,

The FRESIDENT said he did not wish to get into an idéological
dispute with Marshel Zhukov, but nevertheless the documents which he
had referred to spoke of use of force in order to destroy capitalism,
He was glad to heer from the Marshsl that thers was no centrsl ADDPATE~
tus of direction, which appearsd to indicste that certsin parts of the
doctrine had been forgetten or &t least 1sid aside. He eaid he thought
it was a pity that the two greatest countries in the world with the
productive power which would heve a great opportunity by worldng together
to benefit themselves and the whole world, sheuld heve reached a point
where thelr fesrs and suspicions interfered with eny such relationship.
E&ﬂﬂidhﬁmanmllr!nﬂ.muiththunuuhultuduwuiththaua
berriers.

Marshal ZHUEOV said in regerd to doctrine, he thought it was not
& guestion of forgetting or lsying mside sny portion thereof. The Soviet
Coverrment believed that &fch eountry must find its way to & higher form
of orgenization through its own mesns. Some might do so gredually
end pescefully; others through wer or revolution; and still others by
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